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Dauby Lane, Elvington, YORK.   YO41 4HP

Tel: 01904 555280       

e-mail: office@elvingtonprimary.org.uk    twitter@ElvingtonCE    www.elvingtonprimary.org.uk
Headteacher – Mr. Andrew Buttery BA (HONS), PGCE, NPQH

21st March 2020

Dear Parents/Carers,

I would like to thank all members of our school community for the overwhelmingly positive response to the unprecedented situation that has affected and will continue to affect us all.  Understandably, parents/carers and staff alike are facing enormous pressures and want to do their very best for their loved ones – to keep them safe and in good health.

In this letter I will attempt to compile key information and provide answers to range of questions that I have been asked.

Will Elvington Church of England Primary School be closed as of Friday 20th March? 

We will be closed to ‘the majority of children and families’.  We have a statutory responsibility to follow the Government’s decision.  However, I have a duty of care to my staff, and as a result, we will be ensuring that we follow a rota system to reduce the number of teaching staff and adults in school.  I will be looking to keep these numbers as low as possible, while ensuring adequate levels of supervision. 
All staff who are able to, will continue to work either in school or from home and we will be very much continuing to run the school and ensure the wellbeing of all children in our care, whether this be on site or remotely.
What does ‘closed for the majority of children’ mean? 

It is our civic duty during this national emergency to adhere to the principles of the Government directive, which is to limit numbers of pupils remaining in school as far as possible, so as to lower the risk that the virus will spread.
A parents/carers guide is available by following this link:

www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers.

I cannot stress enough how important it is that parents/carers follow the guidance set out by the Government which aims to minimise the risk of the COVID-19 virus spreading and infecting vulnerable people in our communities.  The guidance states that if children can stay at home then they should and our expectation is that parents/carers do all they can to ensure that is the case.

I would encourage employers to be as flexible as they can to allow parents/carers to care for their children so as many people as possible follow the social distancing advice which has been rolled out across the country.  Children should observe the same social distancing principles as adults.

When will the school be open?

Those parents/carers who are within the categories mentioned in the link above, and have a child/ren who cannot be ‘safely cared for at home’, will be able to access school between 8.30am to 3.15pm each week day, from Monday 23rd March.  Unfortunately, it will not be possible to provide either a breakfast club or any form of after school care during these extremely challenging times.  
Will Elvington be open across the Easter holiday for children of key/critical workers and vulnerable children?

I am unable to guarantee provision for childcare across the Easter holiday at this time.  Every effort will be made to do so but a decision cannot be made until closer to the time. At this time however, our energy is focused on provision until the end of this term.

What will children who are in school do?  Will they have access to the full curriculum?

The children who attend school will be working on the same home learning projects as those individuals staying at home.  A reduced number of staff will be in school, however, I will be here each day. 

Children who are in attendance will need to wear their normal school uniform and bring in either a packed lunch or have a school dinner.  It would also be appreciated if they could bring a PE kit to school.

We will care for your child/ren and make sure they are safe, however, we will not be able to offer access to the full curriculum. 

How will my child’s education continue if they are not in school?

The teaching staff have created home learning resources which will be added to the school website and sent via email.  We will be utilising this electronic approach to enable home/school communication and learning.  Please look out for bespoke projects which will be made available via email and on our website from Monday.

Weekly generic tasks will be made available each Wednesday, for example: www.elvingtonprimary.org.uk/general/home-learning-projects. 

I am considered a ‘key/critical worker’ or have a ‘vulnerable child’ but I don’t want to send my child in to school, do I have to?

Many parents/carers working in these critical sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home.  Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be.  This is an offer to parents and carers and there is no requirement for parents and carers to send their children to school, if they do not need or wish to do so. 

For vulnerable children, your child’s social worker will work with you to assess the best option for your child.
Would it be possible to borrow a Chromebook from school?

Unfortunately, we are unable to loan out Chromebooks.  We have a very limited number which will be in use by the children receiving school based care.  Secondary to this, our insurance would not cover this equipment away from the school building.

To close, can I please reinforce that the Government have strongly advised that, if you are able to keep your child at home, it is very important that you do so to limit the numbers of children in school.  This is in order to try to prevent the spread of Coronavirus to other children and my staff team.

May I once again thank you all for the support and kindness you have shown to each other, to our children, my staff and to the wider community.  May you take comfort at this time in the kind acts and generosity of family, friends and colleagues…

Yours sincerely,
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Mr. Andrew Buttery
“I have come in order that you may have life – life in all its fullness.” John 10:10
“I have come in order that you may have life – life in all its fullness.” John 10:10
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